Durban is a vibrant and dynamic city of contrasts with a potent and exciting mix of cultures. A
natural paradise known for its beautiful coastline and subtropical climate, situated on the
eastern seaboard of Africa. The city focuses on providing with a unique set of experiences that
go beyond the beach and into the the realm of Durban's diverse culture, urban lifestyle and
scenic diversity
There is so much to do and see, you will have to come back again and again to experience all
that it has to offer...

With a miles of golden beaches, people from all over the world
have been visiting Durban for years because of its reputation for
all-year-round sunshine. If the Beach Boys were South African,
their hit “Califonia Girls” would be about Durban!

Surfing is a way of life in Durban

The Natal Midlands. Set amidst forested hills and the rolling
countryside, dominated by green pastures and pine forests, dotted
with a myriad of waterfalls, lakes, dams and zulu villages, this
region offers an eclectic and fascinating mix of arts and crafts,
world class restaurants and homely comforts with a wide range of
adventurous natural and historic pursuits.

Kaarkloof Falls in Howick

Although a bustling metropolils, Durban has an amazing abundance
of wildlife right on its doorstep. Choose from deep lush valleys,
mangrove swamps, and crocodile and reptile reserves to name a
few. Tala Game Reserve is located in the Midlands of KwaZulu
Natal. It is a prime destination for visitors to Durban to see African
wildlife without having to travel too far.

Rhino’s in Tala Game Reserve

Durbanites love to eat and the choices are endless, from gourmet to
finger food. In particular, across race, language, region and religion, all
South Africans share one common heritage. It is called many things:
Chisa Nyama, Braai and Ukosa to name few. Although the ingredients
may differ the one thing that never changes is that when we have
something to celebrate we light fires, and prepare great feasts.

Roma Revolving Restaurant
The Oyster Box Rooftop Bar

While South Africa has many cultures, Durban has a few unique
cultures of our own. The diversity of the population is a culture in
itself and Durbanites embrace this with enthusiasm. Everyone
here has tried a bit of everything.

From nature enthusiasts to historical boffins. Beach goers to
adrenaline junkies. Shopaholics to nightlife lovers. Durban has it
all. You’ll never get bored in this city!

The Big Rush
swing at Moses
Mabidha Stadium

Kaarkloof Canopy Tours

Explore the Indian District
Durban is home to the highest concentration of Indians outside India. Take a
guided walking tour of the district
around Dr Yusuf Dadoo (Grey) and
Bertha Mkhize (Victoria) Streets to
immerse your senses in the city’s
Indian heritage and history. The “Oriental Walk-About” includes stops at the
Zulu Muti (traditional medicine) Market
and the Victoria Street Market (the Vic),
where dealers in traditional kurtas and
saris hawk incense, ornately embroidered fabrics, and aromatic spices.

Voyage to the Bottom of uShaka
Sea World
One of the world’s largest aquariums,
uShaka Sea World, is the centerpiece of
the 40-acre uShaka Marine World.The
aquarium’s animal encounters promote
sustainable use of the marine environment. Sign up for the Ocean Walker
experience to don a tethered breathing
helmet and walk slowly across the
bottom of the Open Ocean Exhibit, home
to rays and assorted pelagic fish that
include tuna, dorado (mahi-mahi), and
sardines. Or step into a clear, enclosed
cylinder and drop into the large shark
tank as part of the Shark Dive Experience. No diving experience required.

Stroll or Bike the Golden Mile
Named for the golden sand beaches
lining the coastal edge of the city’s
central business district, the popular
“Mile” actually extends about four miles
from Blue Lagoon south to Addington
Beach and Durban Harbor. A wide,
brick-paved promenade makes it easy to
walk, jog, or bike the route, detouring out
on the piers to watch surfers, kite boarders, and sand castle architects, or soak
in the warm Indian Ocean breeze. Join
eco-active outfitter Bike & Saddle for a
guided morning cycle along the Mile.
Fee includes bike and helmet rental,
plus a breakfast pastry and coffee.

Learn about the “Durban System”
at Kwamuhle Museum

Walk Among “Living Fossils” at the
Botanical Gardens

Housed in the former headquarters of
the city’s Native Affairs Department
(colonial-era architects of the “Durban
System” racial segregation policies),
the KwaMuhle Museum shares the
story of Durban’s past and present.
Photographs, government documents,
videos, and personal testimonials
illustrate how the Durban System
provided the framework for the national
apartheid policy. True to its name isiZulu for “the place of the good one” the museum celebrates the courage of
the “ordinary” South Africans who
challenged racist policies and won.

Founded in 1849, Africa’s oldest surviving botanical gardens houses one of the
world’s top collections of “living fossil”
plants. These pre-dinosaur cycads
(seed-producing plants extending back
250 million years) face possible extinction in the wild. The Wood's Cycad
species is named for founding Durban
Botanic Gardens curator and botanist
John Medley Wood, who, in 1895,
discovered a single, surviving cycad
plant in a Zululand forest. Walking
through the Gardens’s cycad forest is a
bit like stepping onto the set of Jurassic
Park. No dinosaurs here, but the
pink-backed pelicans sitting in the trees
do look eerily like pterodactyls.

Natal Sharks Board Boat Tour
Beaches along the KwaZulu Natal coastline are the only ones in South Africa
protected by shark safety gear (including
nets and anchored drum lines), making
shark attacks here rare. While the top
priority of the KZN Sharks Board is
protecting swimmers and surfers, the
institute also works to educate the public
about shark behavior and biology, as
well as to reduce the environmental
impact of safety measures (other marine
life can get caught in the nets). Join a
working Sharks Board crew on an early
morning boat tour to see the safety
system, learn about sharks, and likely
encounter dolphins, turtles, and rays.

Bushwalk at Tala Game Reserve

Catch a Sharks Rugby Match

Follow the Inanda Heritage Trail

Tala Game Reserve brings the African
bush within an hour’s drive of Durban.
Home to 380 species of birds and big
game - including rhinos, wildebeests,
bok, warthogs, hippos, and giraffes the sanctuary is spread over 7,400
acres of African bushveld. Take a
two-hour guided bushwalk, ride with a
ranger on a two-hour game drive, or
explore the park at your own pace on a
self-drive safari. Book a night in one of
the reserve’s luxury lodges or rustic
rondavels (huts), and wake to the
African fish eagle’s loud call - a distinctive, haunting sound known as “the
voice of Africa.”

Professional rugby is a bruising blend of
football, soccer, and small-scale sumo
wrestling, and the KwaZulu-Natal Rugby
Union team, The Sharks, consistently
ranks as one of South Africa’s best. The
action on the field at Durban’s Mr. Price
Kings Park (the “Shark Tank”) is fast and
furious, and the spirited fun continues at
celebratory after-parties on the outerfields. While the atmosphere in the
52,000-seat stadium is family friendly, it
wouldn’t hurt to dress like a Sharks fan.
Wear red and black, or pick up some
team gear from the Shark Cage before
the game.

Key chapters on South Africa’s history
were written in Inanda, a sprawling
township northwest of Durban. Mahatma
Gandhi nurtured his passive-resistance
philosophy here as an Indian expat
lawyer in 1904. John Dube, first president of the African National Congress,
was born here in 1871 and opened the
local Ohlange Institute where, in 1994,
Nelson Mandela voted in South Africa’s
first democratic elections. The Inanda
Heritage Trail encompasses key historic
sites, including Gandhi’s Phoenix Settlement and the Inanda Seminary, one of
South Africa’s oldest schools for girls,
founded by American missionaries in
1869.
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Venue Finding
Supplier Sourcing
Destination Management
Team Building
Décor
Catering
Conference facilitation and Management – a to z. Websites, banking,
registration, all printed material, corporate gifts, recordings, translations,
secretarial etc.
Pre and Post Conference tours
Pre and Post Conference Venue Audits with Conference Presenters

Our areas of specialty are:
•

Sourcing venues and coordinating all off site functions eg conferences, training
seminars, Christmas functions for adults and children, workshops, board
meetings, lunches, strategy planning workshops, team building, congresses,
gala dinners – in fact any function that our clients hold off site.

•

We can find suppliers for any and all your function needs eg transport,
simultaneous translation facilities, trainers, team building specialists, corporate
gifts, printing and packaging, décor, flowers etc.

•

We have a Joint Venture arrangement with The Ventures Group, Nerve Event
Specialists and The Success Company who specialise in Special Events,
Incentives, Décor and Megadomes / Marquees / Bedouin Tents, Skills
Development and structured Team Building.

In this way we become a “one stop facility” for all of our client’s off site requirements.

We require four pieces of information:

WHO :
How many delegates will attend?
HOW MUCH : What is your budget?
WHERE : Location
WHEN : When do you want to hold this function / event / conference
We will conduct pre and post conference audit check lists with the conference presenters to
ensure that their specific requirements are met. This will ensure that they will be able to focus on
their presentation and not have to worry about the logistics of the conference venue. We will
arrange the logistics whilst our client can focus and concentrate on the content.
We will advise our clients of our preferred venues for their type of conference / event / function
based on our previous experience with the venue and the venues reaction to our suggestions and
advice regarding improving their level of service to meet the requirements of our clients.
In short anything and everything to do with any function or event / conference / congress / team
build / function.
•
Our levels of service are guaranteed
•
Our turnaround time is maximum 48 hours from the time we receive your enquiry
•
Our suppliers are recognised and bona fide
•
We belong to SAACI - the South African Association for the Conference Industry
•
We are part of the PCO Accord / Vicki Hooper is the Chairperson – a group of
Professional Conference Organisers who are dedicated to professionalism, ethics and
honest business practice.
In addition to the above we will also:
Oversee and manage any function/conference/training programmes. Supervising registration,
meals, secretarial facilities, follow up sessions at pre negotiated fee. In other words we will be on
site for the duration of your function / conference to ensure that it runs efficiently and smoothly.

We look forward to welcoming you
Contact Vicki Hooper
Telephone : +27 (0) 31 764 0059 or +27 (0) 83 256 8120
Fax : 088 031 764 0059
Physical & Postal Address
13 Glen Elgin Estate, 5 Camp Road, Gillitts 3610
KwaZulu Natal, South Africa
info@venues.co.za
www.venues.co.za

